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TO THE PUBLIC. 


HIS Sermon was preached at the Methodiſt 
Chapel in Stourport on the goth of March, and 
at the Town-Hall of Eveſham, by requeſt of the Mayor 


and others, on Sunday, April 1oth, 1791. I was 
afterwards requeſted to print it. Accordingly I wrote 


it out as near as I could, word for word as I preached 
it, fearing that a more extenfive view either of the 
ſubject contained in the text, or of the perſon whoſe 
character and life I meant to illuſtrate by it, would 


- | defeat the end which both they and I thought would 


be anſwered by the ſubject. While I was doing this, 
T heard of ſeveral ſermons publiſhed on the ſame 
_ occaſion, which I hoped would fatisfy my friends, 


and render my work needleſs. But on reading theſe _ 


Termons, though they did great credit to the memory 
of the deceaſed, yet finding the plan ſo very different 
from mine, and containing ſo very few of the parti- 
culars which I have offered, they requeſted me not to 
deſiſt from the proſecution of my firſt deſign. I throw 
myſelf therefore upon the candour of the public; 
hoping that as this ſermon was delivered in an extem- 
poraneous manner, and is now drawn up in the way 
and language in which it was firſt. delivered, that a 
proper allowance will be made for ſome expreſſions, . 

which, perhaps, otherwiſe would appear improper. . 


7 LAWRENCE KANE. | 
BATH, January 16, 1793 
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 MaTTHEW xxv. 21. 
meu done, thou good and faithful ſervant ; thou haft 
Been faithful over a few things, I will make tee 


ruler over many lings: : enter hou into the J | 
IM thy Lord. 4 


"HE words which J have now read unto. 
you, are inſtructive and important to a 
very - high degree, and therefore merit our molt 
ſerious and careful attention. I have made 


choice of them with a view of drawing the cha- J 
raQter of that very good and faithful ſervant of 
the Lord, the Rev. Mr. John Weſley ; whom God 


in his unſearchable providence has thought 

proper lately to remove from you, and from 
his church militant here on earth, to the hap- 
pineſs and glory of the church h triumphant in 
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But before 1 de this, it will be proper to 


| 5 a little on the text itſelf, and briefly to 


conſider ſome of thoſe joys that await the good 
and faithful ſervants of the Lord in a future 
and an eternal world. ; th 
Firſt then, By the good and faithful ſervant | 
tin the text, is meant one, that has improved the 
.* talents, which were intruſted with him, to the 
« advancement of religion, and the good of man- 
© kind. And by being. ruler over many things, and 


entering into the joy of his Lord; is ſhadowed. 


s out the future happineſs of thoſe, who have 
« diſcharged their duty faithfully,” or that have 
made the buſineſs of virtue and religion their 
leading concern in the world. 

Expoſitors at leaſt, are in general agreed, 
that this is the true ſcope and deſign of our 
Saviour in this place; but of the preciſe nature 
and extent of future happineſs and glory, they 
have not, nor indeed was it poſſible: for them 


to have told us. For * as it is written, eye 
© hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath-it 


<* entered into the heart of man to conceive, 
*« what God hath prepared for them that faith- 
fully love and ſerve him.“ (a) 9585 

Much however may be inferred from- the 


. words 
(a) 1 Cor. ii, 9. 


tet 


' words of ſcripture on this head; as atfo, from 


the nature and extent of that happineſs with 


Which, as men and Chriſtians, we are already 
| poſſcfſed in the pre ſent world, © | 


The prophet Daniel, ſpeaking of the reli 
rettion of the dead, and the glory that is to 
follow, ſays, that they who are zealous for the 


truth and defend the cauſe of religion, ſhall 


„ ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament 
* and they that turn many to righteouſneſs, 
*« as the. ſtars for ever and ever.” (6) Our 
blefled Saviour bimſelf, who well knew what 
was prepared for the righteous in another 
world, fays, that © blefled is that fervant whom - 
his Lord when he cometh ſhall find {6 doing. 
« Of a. truth 1. fay unto you,” continues he, 


s that he will make him ruler over all chat he 


7 hath.” (c) St. Peter alſo, ſpeaking iu the ſame 
ſtrain, and having-occaſion to teſtify the ſame 
things, aſſures us, that when Chriſt © the chief 
* ſhepherd ſhall appear, they ſhall receive a 
© crown of glory thit ſhall not fade away. (d) 
And St. Jom in the Revelations expreſsly aflerts, 
that he hearda voice from heaven, ſaying unto 


him, Write, © Bleſſed are the dead who die in 
= the Lord, from henceforth, yea, faith the 
„ 9 wn 1 


(4) Dan, xii, 3. (c) Luke xii, 49. WH Re 


7 


E . 
© ſpirit, that they may-reſt from their labours; 
, and their works do follow them.“ (e) 
Theſe, and ſuch like, are the declarations of | | 
the ſcriptures on this head, and ſhew us at leaſt, | 
that the pleaſure .and happineſs of a future 
| world, will be far greater than we can HO l 
ſent either deſire or think. 0 
| The ſame thing may be ien as we Jes 
| aid, from the nature and extent of that happi- | 
[| neſs with which, as men and Chriſtians, we are 
| already poſſeſſed in the preſent world. For if | | 
| in the preſent world, where the ſoul, by reaſon 
| | of itsconnexion with a groſs and material body, 
zs clogged and embarraſſed in almoſt ten thou- | 
ſand inſtances, it be neyertheleſs capable of 
true ſpiritual enjoyments, to hold fellowſhip 
Vith the Father, and with the Son, and with the | 
| | Holy Ghoſt, and live and die under ſupernatural 
| aid and aſſiſtance, with what exquiſite joy and | 
18 Happineſs may we ſuppoſe it to be poſſeſſed, 
when once it has thrown off its incumbering 
4 duſt, and is introduced into the pure and un- 
ſullied regions of heaven! Now we know : 
* in part, and we propheſy in part: but when | 
ec that which is perfect is come, then that which 
4s in part ſhall be done awrhe For now we 
1 | | | ee 
1 (e) Rev. xiv. 19, 
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1 © fee through a glaſs darkly; but then * to | 


«face : yea, we ſhall even fee God as he i, | 


«for ever. 


Next to the happineſs: which cd affords > 


us in the preſent world, is that which ariſes 


from the advancement of the mind in real and 
uſeful knowledge; and which, notwithſtanding 


the confined ſtate of the ſoul; and the multipli- 
city of objects that muſt now neeeſſarily engage 
it, is frequently found to riſe to ſuch degrees 


of perception and information, as is - really . - 
wonderful and ſurpriſing. Now my argument 
here is, that if - happineſs attends the en- 
largement of the mind at preſent, and A 
that our ſouls are capable of fuch enlarge- 
ment while attendants on our bodies with alk 
their cares, pains, and'fenſations, that infinitely . 


more may very reaſonably be expected from 


them, when once they are releaſed from this 


ſervile attendance, and are at leiſure to attend 
to their own operations. 
cout either interruption or pain, go through the 


whole creation, and 


enlarged view of the 


be admitted to ſuch an 


tes and kingdoms of 


this lower world, and God's providenee and 


government over them, as to make us cry out, 
like thoſe i in the Revelations who had overcome 
B * * | 6 | the 


We may then, with- I 


1 6 . : | 1 
5 . f 


che beaſt, Great and marvellous are thy works, 


© Lord God Almighty! Juſt: and true are e all 
ee thy ways, thou king of ſaints,” _ 

But the body itſelf, notwithſtanding the hin- 
derance it is to us now, and the happinels 


which we receive by being diſmiſſed from it, 


is, nevertheleſs, one day or other to make a 
great addition to the happineſs and pleaſure of 
a future world. For as in the preſent world 
it makes a natural and conſtituent part of the 
man, and that he would be utterly incomplete 


without it; ſo alſo may it be ſaid, that in the 


other world we can never. come to our full 


ſtrength, or proportion of parts and happineſs, 


till it be raiſed up, and body and ſoul are re- 
united. 

Philoſophers may cavil at this, and amuſe 
themſelves and others with our daily waſtes and 
deeays of life, the appearances of the body at 
death, and a thouſand other changes, but that 
it is to be © ranſomed from the power of the 


grave, redeemed from death, and transformed 


< into the image of our Saviour,” the ſcriptures 
of both the Old and New Teſtament give us 
the moſt plain and conſtant aſſurance. 

The prophet Iſaiah, for inſtance, exciting to 


confidence in God, ſays to the people of his 


nation, 


"CY. 


i nation, Thy dead men ſhall: live, together 

* < with my dead body ſhall they ariſe: awake 
* and fing, ye that dwell in duſt: for thy dew 
is as the dew of herbs, and the earth ſhall 


* caſt out the dead.” (f) The ſame thing, with 
the additional circumſtance of God's difcrimi- 
nation between the righteous and the wicked; 


is aſſerted by the Prophet Daniel, Many of 


them,” ſays he, © who ſleep in the duſt of the 
earth ſhall awake, ſome to everlaſting life, and 
e ſome to ſhame and everlaſting contempt.” (g) 
As to the writings of the New-Teftament; 


4 they every where abound with declarations of 
this nature. I ſhall however only inſtance in 


one or two places. The firſt is in the gd chap- 


ter of the Epiſtle to the Philippians, ver. 20; 2 1, 


where St. Paul, telling that people that they 
ought to take their maxims from the ſaints, and 


follow the example of true believers, ſaith, 
For our converſation is in heaven, from 
hence alſo we look for the Saviour, the 
© Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; who ſhall change our vile 


&* body, that it may be faſhioned like unto his 


| © glorious body, according to the working 


„ whereby he is able even to ſubdue all things 


-F © unto himſelf.” The ſecond place is the 15th 


8 | e 
() Taiah xxvi. 19. (3) Dan. xii. 2. 
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chapter of the 1ſt Zpi/ſile tothe Corinthians, where 


the ſame Apoſtle tells us, that as we have 


* borne the image of the earthly, we ſhall alſo 


es bear the image of the heavenly. The trumpet 


&* ſhall ſound, and the dead ſhall be raiſed in- 


* corruptible, and we ſhall be changed. For | 


this corruptible muſt put on incorruption, and 
* this mortal muſt put on immortality. So 
« when this corruptible ſhall have put on in- 


corruption, and this mortal ſhall have put on 


* immortality, then ſhall be brought to pafs 
e the ſaying that is written, Death is ſwallowed 
up in victory. O death, where is thy ſting? 
O grave, where is thy victory? The ſting of 
« death is fin, and the ſtrength of ſin is the law. 


% But thanks be to God, which giveth us the 


victory through our. Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Fear 
* not, litle flock, for it is your Father's good 
„ pleaſure to give you the kingdom. Lift up 


your heads, for your 3 n 
ane EE 


Our bodies may now, brethren, becauſe of 
their groſs and corruptible nature, prove inlets 
to pain and grief; and many other ſore ſenſa- 
tions; but when our bodies and ſouls meet again, 
and their re-union ſhall be accompliſhed, they 
will make us ample. nene for all we have ever 

ſuf- "| 


Fi 


Cy 


| ſuffered from them. I ſhalt be ſatĩsfied, fays 
the Pſalmiſt, * when x” bes yy with” thy 


« likeneſs.” 
"Indeed there is no wat a thing 


ſo exquiſite or glorious in another world, to 
which the bodies of the righteous may not be 

improved. They may, for any thing we can 

ſay to the contrary, be raiſed of ſo refined and 


delicate a texture, as to“ clothe | themſelves 
„with light as with a garment,” to make the 


* clouds their chariots, and even walk upon the 


* wings of the wind.“ I ſay the bodies of the 


righteous, for as for the wicked, the Pfalmiſt 


tells us, that“ they are laid in the grave like 
| ** ſheep, for death to feed upon them,” or 


„% awake,” as the prophet Daniel exprefles it, 


to ſhame and everlaſting contempt.” (4) ** But 


they who ſleep in Jeſus, will God bring with 


* him. For the ſouls of the righteous are in 
* the hands of God, and there ſhall n no torment 
touch them.” (i) 1 


The fourth thing in which the depp 


he good rg at preſent, is the“ communion _ ö 


* of ſaints;“ for they are © one body and one 


th ſpirit, even as er t are e called i in one hope of 


: 34-5 JL, 20 P08 08 their 
605 See Pſalm xvii. 15. 3 Dan, xii. 2. 
(i) See 1 Thell, ii. 14. and Wiſdom of Solomon, i iii. 5. 


. 


— 


q 10 9 . 
« their calling: one Lord, one faith, n 
e tiſm, one God. and Father of all, Who is above 
« all. So that they; being many, are one body q T 
in Chriſt, and every One members one of ano- | 
ther.“ From hence alſo we may conclude, | 
that much of the pleaſure and enjoyment of | 
another world will conſiſt in our being admitted | 
to the ſociety of © juſt men made perfect, and 
other beings of a ſuperior and exalted nature. 
It is there we ſhall © fit down with Abraham, 
with Iſaac, and with Jacob, ;” the holy martyrs | 
and confeſſors of a crucified Saviour; with | 
an innumerable company of angels,.and with | 
« the general, eee and church of the 1 
. Porn. | 
At the head 4 ei aſſembly a are Had 
the Ancient of Days, whom Daniel ſaw in | 
viſion, and“ Jeſus the Mediator. of the New | ö 
% Covenant, whom to look upon 1s like a jaſper, | 
and a fardine tone,” and at the mention of | 
j whoſe name, guſts of praiſes and burſting glories | | 
fill the heavenly place. So that in his preſence 
is fullneſs of joy, and at his. right hand are | 
pleafures for ever more.(#) * Blefſed are they 
is * who do his commandments, that they may 
« have a right to the tree of life, and enter in 
2 * dirough 
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a) Pſalm xvi, 


EP] 


| us through the gates into thecity Mount Sion, | 
the city of the living. God, the beavenly 
„ Jeruſalem.” 


But to conclade this 3 we ſhall be 3 


Finconceivably happy, in the contemplation of 
che divine nature 


and attributes of God. 
Hitherto, you know, we have ſaid nothing on 


this head; and yet, like the others, it is allowed 


to have its beginning and foundation in this 
world, and is the moſt uſeful, the moſt pleaſing, 
and the moſt ennobling exerciſe that ever the 
human faculties have or can engage in. May 


ve not well ſuppoſe then, that the fublime con- 
templation of the divine nature, will not only 


be part of our employment in another world, 
but that it will be ſuch an addition or enlarge- 


ment of our pleaſure and happineſs, as we can, 


at preſent, have very little conception o? 
Who that looks upon the heavens, the ſun, 


the moon, and the ſtars, together with that 


immenſely expanded fpace occupied by them, 
and can be indifferent to the power, wiſdom, 
and goodneſs of him that made them, and mar- 
ſhalled them in ſuch order ? When we ſtretch 


our imagination ſtill further, and conſider the 


pleaſure we feel on admitting even the proba- 


| bility of each of theſe fixed ſtars being ſuch a 


{ſun 


8 | VVV "8 
{ fun as ours, ſurrounded with planets, inhabited 
|| worlds, like this we live i in, what muſt be the 
= delight and tranſport of our ſouls, when they 

can expatiate on the divine nature and attri- 
butes in that wide unbounded ſpace beyond the 
| moſt diſtant. of them, and, perhaps, loſe them- 
| ſelves amidſt other ſtars and ſans, illuminating | 
an infinity of different worlds ! | 
In a word, © when the ſoul ſhall have ſur- 
|| '« yivedmillions of years amidſt theſe pure and 
if e unſullied jqys, with what unſpeakable plea- 
{i i ſure the memoryn hall look backward over 
| « that wild field of #bliſs which we have al- 
Wt | ready paſt; and the imagination with much 
1 greater tranſport, may look forward to that 
1 | e endleſs ocean of delight yet to come; till 
| * prefling onward, and ſtill find nothing to ter- 
ih | * minate its views.“ 

| Having thus briefly deſoribed the 3 
of thoſe in a future ſtate, who have improved 
their time, and made a right uſe of the talents 
{i which were intruſted with them; 1 proceed 
i} | now to my ſecond general head, which was to 
1 draw his character, who, above all others we 
lf bave known or heard of in theſe laſt ages of the 
1 | F world, did this, and is: now inheriting the pro- i 
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as a preacher. 


(nun 1 eg 
ind here, en 1 am free to acknoy- 
ne that in my whole, life I do not remember 


to have felt ſo much diſtruſt of my own abilities, 
upon any occaſion, or felt my duty as a preacher 


a greater burden to me. Not that 1 have any 


dillike to the thing in itſelf, as you may-ſuppole, 
but from a conſciouſneſs of my inability of 
doing jullice to a ſubjea of this nature; mueh 
| leſs ſufficiently to ſet forth a; worth ſo ſingular | 
and extraordinary. as that of Mr. Welſley's. 
Since, however, you deſire it, and that chere 


are amongſt you perſons, who, in his life time, 
have had but little or no opportunity of know- 
ing this great and good man, I ſhall, in the beſt 
manner 1 am able, draw a ſhort portraiture of 


his character, that though dead, he SO yet 


& ſpeak” unto you. 

1 ſhall begin with his Nen life and 8 | 
In which, I think, it will be 
allowed that no man in the world was more 


capable of appearing to advantage, or giving to 


his hearers a fuller or clearer information, con- 
cerning the things that make for our peace. 
Being born with a ſoul above the ordinary 


ſize of men, and being early inſtructed in the 
ſoundeſt principles of religion and all other 


learning, he ſoon diſcovered ſuch a talent for 
N . extenſive 


2. 
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extenſive and accurate obſervation, as matle it 
manifeſt to all who knew him, that he muſt one 


day or other inevitably become a very great 
man, in whatſoever line of life his fancy ſhould F 
point out to him; for as yet he diſcovered no 
inclination to any thing beyond that of being a | 
man of learning. But his father, Samuel 
' Welley, being a pious man, and a clergyman of | 
ſome eminence in the church of England, de- 
voting him from the womb, to God and the 
ſervice of the prieſthood, it pleaſed God to 
accept his offering, and, at a proper age, to lead 


the mind of his ſon the very way he intended. 


& 2 | - ; | | 
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In 1725 he was ſent to the Univerſity of | 


Oxford, where, as a reward for his rapid im- 


provements and ſuperior genius, he was ſoon | 
elected Fellow of Lincoln College, choſen Greek | 
Lefturer, and Moderator of both the Claſſes." But | 
God, intending him (as has ſince appeared very 
manifeſt) to teach ſomething better than human 


learning, preſented ſuch objects to his view, 


and led him on, even then, to ſuch a courſe of 
pious aſſiduity and utility to his fellow ſtudents, 


as was never beard of 1 in a ſeminary of learn- 


| ba 1729 he and his „e Mr. Charles 
. 1 0 ſtudent of Chriſt-church, engaged Mr. 


Morgan, 


{ 
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Morgan, commoner of Chriſt- church, and Mr. 
Kirkham, of Merton College, to ſpend their 
ſevenings with them, in reading the Greek 
Freſtament, which they did—till their profiting 
Jappearing to all, two or three of Mr. John 
EWellecy's pupils, as alſo a pupil of Mr. Charles. 
| Welley,s, i in the courſe of the next year, deſired 
io be admitted members of this little ſociety. 


Thus they continued till the year 1732, when 


I chey were joined by Mr. Ingham, of Queen's 


College; Mr, Broughton, of Exeter, Mr. James 


$ Hervey, and in 1735 by Mr. Whitfield. 


After reading the ſcriptures, they ſpent a 


1 time in religious converſation and prayer; and, 
Ci reſcribing to themſelves the ſtricteſt obſervance 
ok the ordinances of. the church, they not only 
| refrained from all the amuſements of life, 
received the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper. 
every week,, faſted, and obſerved public and 

[private devotion, but, ſrom a more than com- 


mon ſtiiètneſs of life, beneſicenee to the poor, 
decorum in morals, and the exact method i in. 


vhich they diſpoſed of every hour, they ac 
quired a variety of names, and at laſt the appel- 


lation of. Methodiſt; by which Mr. Weſley, and: 


Mr. Whitfield's followers, have been ever ſince 
diltinguiſhed,. and by which, I ſuppoſe, they 
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well now continue to be known, as long'a as ; the 
| Engliſh language is known in the world. 

/ He continued in this way till, in 1736, Dr. 
Burton, one of the Truſtees for Gedrgia, ſeeing! 


that „a great and effectual door was opened 
unto him“ in the ſacred miniſtry, preſſed him 
very much to go over to that province to preach 
to the Indians. After ſome time he conſented, | 
and embarked with General Oglethorpe, on the 
14th of October. Here he continued for two 
7 years and upwards, giving ſuch proof of his zeal 
and great abilities, for his office as made it 
'' manifeſt to all who heard him, that the Lord 
God had ſent him. -K 
In 1738 he returned to England. On bie ar. 
rival, he ſeemed inclined to retire to Oxford, 
and finiſh his days at the Univerſity. But being, 
as he himſelf aſſures us, inſenſibly led, without 
any previous plan or deſign, to preach firſt in 
many of the churches in London, then in 
Briſtol, and other places, he was amuſed, as it 
| © were, from this deſign, till the Lord had made 
[Al | it more fully maniteſt, both to him and others, | 
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| for what end and deſign he had called him. 
ul | But happening to be © time when they would | 
not endure ſound doctrine;“ and the churches, 
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in general, being occupied by men who were | 
for healing che hurt of the daughter of God's | 
” + people 


When I. ſay, unto the wicked, 


% * 


(wu) — 


* people more flightly,” bis faithful and plain 
4 dealing could be borne with no longer; ſo that, 
F lke our Lord of old, and his diſciples, he Was, 
F theuſt out into. the. highways and hedges, eX;, 
© poſed to the capricious humour. and fury of. the, 
x | untaught and ſavage- like part of. the people. | 


Many of the clergy. alſo, and even ſome of the 
biſhops, unable to ſuppreſs the envious ſenſa- 


tions. which his growing fame and - popularity, 
| raiſed in their-minds, publiſhed many ſharp and 


bitter invectives againſt him; but none of theſe 
* things could moye him, neither counted. he 


| © his life dear unto himſelf, ſo. that. he. might. 
* finiſh. bis courſe with. j joy, and the, migiſtry, 
9 ec which he, had received of the Lord. Jeſus (2). 
= He knew the ſtrength and truth of. his caule (00 
Vell, and bad too long conſidered. theſe. awful 


words of. the. Lord to his ſervant, the prophet 
Ezekiel, either to give it up, or to be intirhidas, 
ted by che calumnies of men, or. any oppoſition 
that could be made againſt him. Son of man, 
„1 have made thee a watehman unto the. 
66 Houſe of Iſrael; therefore hear the word at 
« my. mouth, and give them warning from Ne. 


thou ſbalt 4 


3 « ſurely die; and thou give him not warning, nor 


f oh ( 18 }: TY 


4 fpeakeſt to warn the wicked from nis wicked 


1. way, to ſave his life, the ſame wicked man 
40 ſhall dic in his i iniquity ; bat his blood will I 


N requ uire at thine hand. Yet if thou warn the 


; 
Ace. and he turn not from his wicked- 


"'peſs, nor from his wicked way, he ſhall die in 


** be iniquity ; ; but thou haſt delivered thy ſoul. 
45 Whether, therefore, they would hear, or 
« yhether they would forbear,” he made his re- 


22 f 


port, and delivered his ſoul i in 1 faithfully warn- 


ing them. 


The reſt of his days, except a vilit, which, 


in n 1738, he paid Count Zinzendorff, and other 


protefiib bretfiren 1 in Germany, were ſpent in 
reforming the manners of the people through- 1 
out Great Britain and Jreland: Planting new | 
ſocieties, and affirming conſtantly, with * 
Paul (n), © that they which have believed in God, 
on? ſhould be careful to maintaih good works.“ 
Till at laſt we find this great and extraordinary 
man at the head of more than one hundred 
and twenty thouſand people, befides hundreds, 
and thouſands, which he had ſent before UND to 
Abraham's boſom. e : 
* hbever conſiders the difficulties that Jitchd! 
the reformation of mankind, or indeed the con- 


pn vincing 


1 


ei) Tit. ui. 8 1 


t 19 _ 


| vincing men of their! errors; will greatly won. 


der to bear of the eyes "of ſo many being 


1 
opened; but it ſerves to ſhew SN that ik men 


1371 


4 are but faithful to God, and have A true zeal 


for tis glory, chat nothing f in the world thall be 
able to ſtand before them. 

Such a man, both' in heart and life, © was ; the 

Rev. Mr. John Weſſey. By bim might truly 


be ſaid, what was only a little more true of c one 
YT other man in all the world: In j journeyings 


often, in perils of waters, in perilsof robbers, in 


* perl by my own countrymen, in perils by the 
* heathen, in perils i in the city, in perils in the 
„ wilderneſs, in perils in the ſea, in perils among 
F< Falſe brethren. In wearineſs and painfulneſs, 


in watchings often, in hunger and thirſt, in - 


$ « faſtings often, in cold and nakedneſs. Befides 
© thoſe things that are without, that Which 


* cometh upon me daily, the care of all the 
hes, * churches.” (n) „ 1 


Wie have ſeen him,- like St. Paul, giving up 


his ſeat,“ at the feet of Gamaliel, 1 ' forfaking a 


ſtare of affluence, and, what was by far more 


dear to him, the ſociety of philoſophers ; 


braving the danger of long and perilous 


eee of n and raging Qlimates ; and 


with 


600 2 Cor. x Xi, ab, "2 
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65 
with the everlaſting Apel. in bis hand, and FRE: 
ſpirit, of its author in his heart, making his way 


through burning deſerts, the wild waſte, and 


bowling wilderneſs, to inform poor dark and 
unenlightened Indians of their intereſt in a 


| crucified Redeemer, « To open their eyes, 


and to turn them from darkneſs to light, 
« and from the power of Satan unto God, that 
10 they might receive forgiveneſs of ſins, and 
« inheritance among them which are lanctifed 
« by. faith that.is in Chriſt Jeſus.”(o) - 

We have. ſeen him at home making himſelf 
a ſpectacle to. men and angels, and with the | 
zeal. and conſtancy of a martyr; making. bis 
way through the loud laugh 'of ſome, and the 


| fury and. outrage of others; not to compaſs, 


fame, wealth, or power; no; but to court. 
the ſociety of the tin-men of Cornwall, the 
colliers of Kingſwood. and Newcaſtle, or. any. 
other deſcription of men whom, he found neg- 


 lefted or abandoned to atheiſm and infidelity. | 


Entering their loathſome cabins, adopting their; 
offenſive cuſtoms, and“ becoming all things to 
« all men, that he might win them to Chriſt ;” 
while the profane tongue of infidelity blaſ= 
phemed, by. branding theſe virtues and pious. 
labours 


(9) Acts xxvi. 1 8. 


abours with the odious names of ſenaticiſn, 0 
nthufiaſm, and ſuperſtition. © But viſdom is 
juſtified of her children.“ $ 
He roſe every morning at four, or half after, 
Preached three or four times every day, wrote 
much for the uſe of the public, rode between 
ve and fix thoufand miles a year, beſides 
Fvriting almoſt as many letters, having either 
Wocieties or -correſpondents in moſt parts of 
Europe and America. 
„Who was weak, and ne not veal ? Who 
was offended, and he burn not? To the weak 
* became he as weak, that he might gain the 
weak: he was made all things to all men, 


+ that he might by all means ſave ſome: He did 


| „not as many who corrupt the word of God, 

but as of ſincerity, in all things approving 
| himſelf as'the miniſter of God. And this he 
did by pureneſs, by knowledge, by long ſuf⸗ 
W-- fering, by kindneſs, by the Holy Ghoſt, by 
love unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the 
W*< power of God, by the armour of righteouſ- 
g neſs on the right hand and on the left. By 
* honour and diſhonour. by evil report and 
good report: as a deceiver, and yet true ; as 
F< unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and 


„ behold he lived; as chaſtened, and not 


Killed; 


* 22 ) 
_ killed; as forrowful, yet always rejoicing ; as. J 
* poor, yet making many rich: as having no- 1 
* thing, and yet poſſeſſing all things.“ (p) 
I come now to the matter and manner. of his | 
preaching ; points in which it were devoutly 
to be wiſhed preachers in general were a little | 
attentive.. Firſt, he never took a text, that did 
not at once ſhew his preſent purpoſe of doing, | 
| good and giving information; aud © ſpeaking, | 
© the things which became ſound doctrine, he | 
ever ſucceeded according y. 
He taught in every non, more or leſs, 
what was moſt eſſential, both in faith and prac- | 
tice. On the pointsof faith, he did not content 
himſelf with barely ſaying or fixing the general 
truths of religion, as the manner of ſome is, 
but beautifully deſcended down to the moſt. | 
particular doctrines of the goſpel. But what | 
above all he moſt delighted in, were the ſub- | 
lime doArines of juſtification and fanQification.. | 
Of both which he talked with ſuch fullneſs, 
clearneſs, evidence, conviQion, and force, as 
if there were no other amongſt men to whom. 
it was given fully to know and explainthem. 
In what a maſterly manner did he alſo define 
thele dottrines, and bl them! He ſhewed | 
that 


mY L 


(2) 2 Cor. vi. 1-10, 
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at however excellent it was to grow in Know- 
edge, and have the truths of religion weil 
Hxed and grounded in theory, that yet the bare 

4 knowledge of any or all of them, was by no 
means able to ſave us. That men muſt be 
ruly good as well as wiſe, and that without 
Molineſs of heart as well as life, it was not poſſi- 
le to be ſaved. He'therefore took all poſſible 

| pains to perſuade men to add to their faith, 
virtue; and to virtue, knowledge; and to 
* knowledge, temperance; and to temperance, 

FE patience ; and to patience, godlineſs; and 
to godlineſs, brotherly kindneſs ;'and to bro- - 
* therly kindneſs, charity—For that he that 

© lacketh theſe things, is blind, and cannot ſee 

. far off, and hath . ee that he was purged 
from his old fins.” (3) $2, 5 | 
In fine, Whatſoever things are true, what- 
«© ſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever things 
Fare juſt, whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever 
things are lovely, whatſoever things are of 
good report; if there was any virtue, if there 
was any praiſe, he thought on thoſe things,” 
and enforced them in his ſermons. _ | 

2. As to his manner, it was caſy, natural, and 
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Woraccful ; ERIN as well with his counte- 
b fr nance, 
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nance, his eyes, and hands“, as with the organs 
of ſpeech. He expreſſed in a few plain words 


the propoſition which be was going to illuſtrate, 


till by ſentences the moſt barmonious and dig '7 


| conſtructed, the hearers were conducted to 


, of his apprehenſion, fullneſs of information, | 


concluſion the moſt beautiful and conciſe, on N 
the Engliſh, or perhaps any other language in 
the world, could admit of. For he bad the 


talent of ſaying more in fifteen or twenty 
minutes, than any other man we have ever 
known could do in an hour. 

His ſtyle alſo, though not florid, nor the 
effect of any ſtudied labour, was clear, pure, 
correct, and elegant ; and being ever ſuggeſted 
by piety, good ſenſe, and the nature of the fub- 


je he treated, it was always the beſt that could 


be conceived on every occaſion. In a word, 
he ſtudied to ſhew himſelf approved unto 


God; a workman that needed not to be 


© aſhamed ; rightly dividing the word of truth.“ 
Thus much 1 could not help ſaying on his 


character as a preacher, who, from the clearneſs 


* On the ſubje& of Action and Utterance, I believe 
Mr. Weſley will be found to have ſaid more in a little 
penny pamphlet, which is to be ſeen among his other works, 


than is to be found in Mr. Rollin's two octavo volumes, 
or Dr. Blair's three vohumes on the Belles Lettres, | 


and 


ä Th 25 ) 


and frength and pecſpicuity of argument, roſe 


to truths of the moſt divine and elevated na- 


ture, obtained the name of the greateſt and moſt 


uſeful preacher, that Europe, at leaſt, ever pro- 


duced. 

I. come now, in the ſecond place, to give 
ſome account of him as a writer. 
And here, brethren, there are ſo many vigws 


to be taken, that I know not where to begin: For 
whether I conſider the quantity or the N 


ol his writings, it will be a very hard matter to - 
think of any one, whether ancient or modern, * 
with whom we may compare him. 

As to the quantity of his writings, it 1s im- 
poſſible to ſpeak or give a ſufficient account 
upon an occaſion of this kind. Let it ſuffice 
then, at preſent, to ſay, that Divinity, both de- 
votional and controverſial, —Hiſtory, both an- 
cient and modern, —Philoſophy, both in theory 


| and practice,. — Medicine, Politics, and Poetry, 


Kc. &c. were at different times the ſubjects of his 
pen. And as to the quality of his writings, it will, 


I believe, be allowed, that talents ſhort of his. 


own will find it a taſk too hard fully, to deſcribe 


them. He poſſeſſed a certain beauty, elegance, 


and propriety of ſentiment, rarely to be found 


in lo extenſive a writer. His ſtyle was clear, 
ſtrong, and nervous. He had not only the: 
V' clear. 
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(6). | Boos 


clearneſs and diſcernment of Tacks, the eaſe and 


unaffectedheſs of Swift or Bolingbroke, but the 


power of a Newton, to ſtrike out into new and 
unbeaten tracks of thought. And he may' be. 


ſaid to have extended the limits of religious 


knowledge, as far beyond the place where he 
found it, as either Locke or Newton have Philo- 
ſophy, Or any one branch of it. In ſhort, he 
ſeems to have been born to change the courſe 
of the world, for. the path he has ſtruck out is 


become almoſt boundleſs, having already made 
its way through one half of the known world. 


_ His ſermons, of which he had a great many, 
are pure, clear, weighty, and folid. They are 
drawn up without the leaſt affeQation of learning, 
and yet they ſeem full of all the graces and 
beauties of it. They draw us off from the weak 
and inadequate attempts of moſt other ſermon 
writers; diſarm our prejudice and evil habits, 


and diſpoſe inſenſibly to virtue, the love of 


God, and one another. 
His dexterity in debate, as Mr. Badcock, one 


of the Monthly Reviewers, obſerved of him, 


has been ſo long known, that it is almoſt be- 


come proverbial. Matured by time, in * ſepa- 
-* rating truth from falſhood, how artfully 
e foever they were twiſted together,” he rid 


the world of a great deal of pedantry and jar-- 
gon; 


RE 
gon; leaving his adverſary vanquiſhed ji in the 


ſield, or ſhamefully retreating after one or tw 
encounters. An attempt had been made by 


Dr. Taylor of Norwich, between thirty and forty : 


years ago, to deſtroy the doctrine: of original 


ſin; a doQrine which to deny, no'one ever had 
the conſent of his own mind, much leſs that of 


ſcripture, fact, or experience. The Doctor's 


book, however, was for ſome time deemed un- 


anſwerable; ſo that kis goods, like the ſtrong 
man armed in the goſpel, were at peace: But 


no ſooner had this great man of God, a. ſtronger 
than be, arole, than he {tripped him of his ar- 


mour in which he truſted, proved the total 
"Gownfal of his whole ſyſtem, and made an open 
ſhew of both him and it. | 


And as there muſt be. alſo e that 


. they which are approved may be made mani- 


t feſt,” ſo it ſeemed good in the divine wiſdom, 


that his abilities in this way ſhould be made 
more fully manifeſt, and prove a ſcourge to 
many others, who, like Dr. Taylor, had been 
| ſubveried | from the faith, and that were ſubvert- 
ing and ſeducing their fellow chriſtians,. But: 


as theſe, in general, have miſtaken looſe and. 
bitter inveAiives for proof, mere hypotheſis for, 


truth, and ſupported the moſt extravagant and, 


dangerous opinions, I refrain to name them. 
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15 pee W his happy direction and 
* management, were arrows, of which his quiver 
was ever full,” ſo that he was always able to 
contend with his adverfary in the gate, and bring 
the deceitful wiſdom of this world, that cometh 
to _nought, to ſubmit and lie down, as it were, 
at the foot of the croſs of Jeſus. 

With regard to his life and converſation, he 
was no leſs ſingular and extraordinary, than 1 in 
his merit as a preacher and a writer. UB 

Ennobled with every grace and virtue which' 
adorns the human nature, he was rich in good 
works, and glad to communicate : * In the 
* morning he ſowed his ſeed, and in the even- 
4 ing withheld not his hand;” though he never 
let bis © left hand know what his right hand 
« did.” He reprobated, in the ſevereſt terms, | 
the deteſtable notion, © that we are not to do 
good, except we be moved to it ;” miſery and 
want, wherever we meet with them, being, in 
his opinion, all that is neceſſary to entitle an 
object to relief, and endear him to us. For 
fuch as theſe he had ſuch ſtrong and tender 
feelings, in all their cares and ſorrows of life, 
and engaged ſo often, both with his head and 
his heart, to relieve them, that I may venture 
to ſay he was one of the moſt merciful men 
that this or any other en ever produced. 


The 


(29. ) 
The amazing liberality and extent of bis 
mind alſo in converſation, made him one of: 


the moſt pleafing and profitable companions in 


the world. The progreſs of his mind through 
the regions of ſcience, and a long and laborious: 
life, made him maſter of ſuch valt ſtores of in- 
formation and knowledge, that he was never at 
2s 2 loſs upon any occaſion or | ſubje&; but 
ſeemed, from the clearneſs and certainty of all 
he delivered, as if he had been preſent through 
all time, and had feen the tranſathons of every 
country in the world. | 7M 
As a member of a free and well woven 
Hates: he was ever grateful and of his regard 
for his country and invincible loyalty to his 
prince, his writings at home, and the loyalty 
and ſufferings of his people in America. during 
that unhappy war, are ſufficient inſtances. In 
almoſt every prayer of his life, he had ſome- 
thing to crave for the Church and the King, 
and was even heard, a few minutes before his 
death, to - breathe out theſe words, O Lord, 
* bleſs the Church and King: grant us truth and 


peace, through Jeſus . our Lord, for 


«ever and ever!” 
In a word, in him the Chriſtian, the Gi 
man, and the Scholar were moſt happily united; 


and 


* 


\ 


(30) 
f i 0 and his bumanity, humility 8 affability, and con· | 


delcenſion were ſuch, as will endear his me- 
748 mory to the lateſt poſterit x. 6 
Fi Ok his laſt fickneſs and death, I have W 
. things to ſay unto you; but I fear that neither 
my ſtrength nor your patience would hold us out 
to the end of them. I cannot however, having 
brought you thus far, deny myſelf the pleaſure 


| | iof taking you, as it were, for a few minutes, into 

l; | the chamber of this great and good man; 
it where, though not adorned with tapeſtry, em- 
i | broidered hangings, rich cabinets, or poliſhed ws 
| [| marbles, you will Ic a great ſoul, adorned 

1 | | with the richeſt graces and fruits of the ſacred. 
ſpirit; happy in God, happy WChrif; "a 

1 j in his people, in his work and labour; and 
Il |  vith his lateſt breath bearing the moſt unſhaken 
j | | _ _ teſtimony to the evangelical truths which he 
| bad fo long maintained, „ 
1 Approach a little nearer, and you will bear 


him ſpeak for himſelf. On Tueſday the iſt, 
having ſaid that there“ was no way into the 
e holieſt but by the blood of Jeſus,” he broke 
out in theſe beautiful and ſublime lines: 


All glory to God in the ſæy, 
And peace upon earth be reſtor'd, 
O Jeſus, exalted on high, 


5 Appear our omnipotent Lord! . 
5 | 18 „ ͤ ö 


„„ 
f Who meanly in Bethlehem born, 
Didſt ſtoop to redeem a loſt acm 7 
[Once more to thy people return, 1 | 
And reign in thy kingdom of grace. 
When thou in the fleſh didſt appear, 
All nature ack nowledg'd thy birth; 


Arxoſe the acceptable year; 
And heaven was open'd on 8 


— 


Receiving its Lord from above, 
The world was united to bleſs 
The giver of concord and love, 
The prince and the author of peace. 


wall 


His voice and ſtrength now failing him, he 


1 culled for a pen and ink; but in this alſo his 
weakneſs prevented him. A friend then Me 


fent propofing to write for him, aſked him what, 
he had to ſay. © Nothing,” returned he, © but 
that God is with us.” On the foundation of 
this conviction, he breaks out again in the 


following lines : 


+1U praiſe my Maker while I've breath; . 
And when my voice is loſt in death, ; 
Praiſe ſhall employ my nobler puren 

My days of-praiſe ſhall ne'er be paſt, 
While life and thought, and being a 
Or immortality endures. 


Happy the man whoſe hopes rely | 
On Iſrael's God; he made the ſky, | 
And earth, and ſeas, with all their train; 
His truth Ma ever ſtands ſecure, _ 
| He ſaves the oppreſs'd, he feeds the poor, | 
And none ſhall find his . van. 


+ © op ( FEE 
In proportion as the natural fin withdrew, \ 
«the ſun of righteouſneſs drew nigh, with the i 
ſuperior rays ofthe divine glory. He cauſeth 
i  * hisſervants,” lays he. kg down in peace. 
[| Then pauſing a little, he ſays, * The: clouds 
| drop fatneſs!”—* The Lord is with us, 
* God of Jacob i is our refuge.“ 2 | 
| Thus lived, and thus died, in the Fabry 7” 
| eighth year of his age, the Rev. Mr, John 
Welſley; a man the molt learned, virtuous, uſe- _ i 
k ful. and truly chriſtian, chat ever adorned Firher ww 
"= Church or State: wt. fro tfog 
" _. .- Inview of ſuch a man, fuch excellcury, fools : 
hed ſuch virtue, and ſuch a life, I humble 
my ſelf, and with awe and reverence adore the 
goodneſs of God in Chriſt Feſus, who having 
enlarged.his great and well taught ſoul from the: 
confines of dull mortality, crowned all the la- 
bours of his aged and worn-out ſervant vieh 
Well done, thou good and faithful ſervant!— 
* Enter. thou into the 3 39 of thy Lord, vi 


8 
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